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E ſhall detain the Reader no longer 
than to acquaint him with the Rea- 
ſons of the Publication of this Diſ- 
5 courſe: The Reverend Mr. Mat- 
W:w Sylveſter, deceas'd, deſired the Author 
peach for him Jan. the 25th, 1702, in the 
ning; and hearing the following Sermon 
Wierd, he talkd of it abundantly afterwards, 
Wu with uncommon Pleaſure, Life and Taſte ; 
rec ſbewing (as he did often by Diſcourſe of 
ſame kind) great Willingneſs, as well as 
W's: Preparation to put off the Body, and 
Wie his preſent State for one of Immortality 
Wi Life. Now à great part of the Doctrine of 
Wis Sermon proving ſutable to the ſurpriſing 
Went of Divine Providence, this valuable 
W:r/o's ſuddain Death, which fell out that 
% Day, after he had himſelf preached in the 
Whicrnoom ; and being likewiſe the Subject of 
8 laſt familiar and edifying Diſcourſes with 
e of his Relations and Friends, it was de- 
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To the Reader. 


* 


fired by them, that this Sermon might be | | 


ed, to which the Author conſented ; 


And only deſires this, That the % 


4 vine Blaſing may accompany it ; 
that it may find (if not, that it 


& "create) in many, what it "found in of ; 


&« viz. raiſed Thoughts, clear Views, 


cc 
quent Diſcourſes of the Heavenly $4 
7 aud a growing Thirſt Fer it. 


There is now 1n the Preſs, The (4 . 
tian Race and Patience deſcrib d, 8c, Seco 


Fart. By Mr. Matthew Sylveſter. 
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2 Cor. V. 4. 


ee that are in this Tabernacle do groan, 
Wing burthewd: not for that we would be 
WW clothed, but clothed upon, that Mortality 


4 night” be- ſwallowed up of Life. 


fi Pep 


N theſe Words you may ſee a great deal of ſober Phi- 
lolophy and uſeful Divinity; you may fee very ſo- 
lid and uſeful Principles of Knowledge laid down, 
very regular and holy A ftections exercis d, and very 
cConſolation hoped for: You may ſee an Eminent 
tan and an Apoſtle, in his own Name, and in the 
eof his afflicted Brethren in the Miniſtry, diſcourſing 
e Trouble and Difficulty of their preſent State in the 
and of the Remedy they deſited, to give 'em Eaſe 
= Quiet. They groaned, being burthen'd; and what Re- 
tey defired, was not to be unclothed, but clothed upon. 
in all this Apoſtle's Diſcourſes and Reflections upon 
en State, and that of his Brethren, ſet downin the 
ind the Verſes before it, you'll plainly ſee, He ſepa- 
lümfelf from the Body, He ſets it aſide, and ſpeaks of 
h an holy Unconcernedneſs, as if it were a thing dif- 
from Himſelf and the Man: He ſuppoſeth the Soul 
me Perſon, and the Body the Houſe, Tabernacle, or 
ation he dwells in; Ver. 1. For we know that if our 
= Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a 
=; of God, 8&c. Ver. 2. For in this we groan earneſt- 
a Ver. 4. which contains the Words of my Text, For 
are in this Tabernacle do groan, being burthen'd, &c. 


0 may take notice of theſe five things in the Words of 
et, which I ſhall diſcourſe a little upon, 


WE.) Of the evident Diſtind ion of the Soul from the Bo- 

is Nature and Operations, and its Excellency above 

oy”: that are in this Tabernacle. 

=) Of the becoming and apt Compariſons, whereby 

Voſtle deſcribes theſe Bodies of ours, and our preſent 

wich thenz: He compares em to a Tabernacſe, and 
=_ | A 3 £) 
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6 Not Death, but Immortalit 


*to Clothing, and intimates we are united to 'em, ag a N 
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to his Manſion-houſe and Clothes. 


— 


then'd. 


. (athly.) — Of the true Remedy and Relief which b | 


Good Man longs for, and deſires after, when groaning 


the Afflictions of the Body: Ve groan, &c. not for th de 


would be unclot hed, but clothed upon. 
(5thly.) — Of the Efficacy and abundant Sufficie 


this Remedy to cure all Groanings, and free from all UM 
meſſes: To be clothed upon; the Remedy the Good 
longs after, tends to this, or comes up to this, His Mort 


or mortal Part is ſwallowed up of Life, by it. 


(xf.) You may ſee the Evident Diſtinction of the 


from the Body in its Nature and Operations, a 
Excellency above it, in this Text: For we iM 


in this Tabernacle, 8c. | 


The Body, you ſce, is ſaid here to be the Tabernacle 4 
Soul is {aid to be the Perſon inhabiting it; and, to be 
the Inhabitant is ſomething diſtin& and different fro 


Habitation in which he dwells. Again, You ſee thi 
ſtle Paul, according to his Soul, makes Compariſons 
pu his Body, reflecteth upon the Uneaſineſs 2 


(3dly.) You may take notice of the Uneaſineſs that ati 4 | 
- Good Men in this Embodied State 3 They groan, zeing 


. 


: ** NONE 


* 
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oy 


ifficulties that attend him in it, expreſſeth his Faii 


Hope to be delivered from theſe, by a Change ſome 4 


be made in his Body, from Mortality to Immortal 


Life: His Soul therefore, the thing which makes 
Compariſons concerning the Body, as ſomethins will 
bim, and which knows nothing of his Diſcourſe ; hi 


which reflects; his Soul which exerciſeth Faith thu 
bly, evidenceth it ſelf to be another thing, and a d 


thing from tlie Body. The Soul appears from thi 
not only to be a diliin& thing from the Body, but a 


more excellent thing than it: The Soul judges of it 1 * 
ſent State and the Inconveniences of it, compar'd wit 


ture one; the Body caunot do this: The Soul acts Fall 


the future Reward ; the Body cannot: The Soul com 


of a preſent Life, defires a future one, and exerts all 


and Religious Acts; the Body is ſtupid and incapa 0 . | 


theſe Acts. 
The Soul, tis plain, is ſomething diſtin& from the 


from Matter that compounds it, and from any Powell 


can be in Matter, or reſult from it. It can ariſe fr 
Particics cf Matter happily hitting together, from no Il 


ane Body, let 'em be never ſo advantagiouſlly placed; 
de no Efforeſcence or Flower of Matter, no Mode of 
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W the Epicureans of Old, and ſome Philoſophers of the pr 
Wt Age, would have us believe. The Soul, as my fert 
W:inly ſuggeſteth, hath Dominion over the Body; hath z 
ar ver af Thinking and Reaſoning within it (elf, diſtinct from 


= 
. - : 
8. r 
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ine Body, and independent af it; can judge concerning the 
ay and its Union with it, as much as it can do of any Fo- 
ichen Subject; can continue clothed with it, or put it off, and 5 
ug remain a Contemplative and Happy Being for- all this. 
iu may ſee, from the Example our Apoſtle in the 


nat, and the beginning of this Chapter, That the Soul, when 
BE withdraws it (elf from the Body and its Intereſts, and 
eth of things within it ſelf, diſcovers Truth moſt 
early, and pronounceth upon our State, both as it is in this 
World, and as it will be in the next, moſt wiſely. The Soul, 
teetired from the Body, and acting by it ſelf, exerciſeth 
ich, and Hope, and holy Deſires, and holy Averſations, 
tt freely and vigorouſly. There are a great many ſpiri- 
land internal Acts of Religion which the Soul alone, as 
ired from the Body, and forgetting it, is able to per form. 
e Body can no more contemplate God, no more de- 
after the ſpiritual Pleaſures of Heaven, no more 
ieve in, and hope for things inviſible; can no more 


roll e Truth and Moral Good, than a creeping thing can 
his: Theſe are Exerciſes too high for its Capacity and 
saure. | 

4 y the way then, When you read ſuch Words as theſe of 


=: Apoſtle in my Text, Ve that are in this Tabernacle, 8c. 
211881 from him to exerciſe your Souls, and to make holy and 
lit onified Concemplations upon your ſelves. Learn from him 
book upon your Bodies as a part of your ſelves that is in- 
ior, as a part you muſt meet with Affliction in, as a part 
hit Gu du muſt ſhortly expect to put off, as a Man putteth off his 
1 othes: Learn to loo upon your Bodies as the uncertain 


(TS ſhifting Habitation which you muſt ſhortly quit; and 


ais bdou be faithful Chriſtians, you may expect to exchange 
2 n for a much better built Habitation at the Reſurrection- 
ii y. From want of this Separation of themſelves from 
it AE: Body, arid bodily Affections and Employments, to con- 
FalW:i1p12te now and then the Trials and Miſeries of this Life, 
dm e lnfirmities and Clogs of our preſent State, and the pro- 
nid Happineſs of a future one, Men become fooliſh, ſot- 


WE", ſenſual, atheiſtical, and what not. And from want of 
t Opinion of their Souls Excellency above the Body, Men 
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ne F ezlect their Souls, Men polute em with filthy Luſts, and 
ve io them. For want of care to treat the Soul as the ; 
fring Part and chief Part of the Man, as the chief Actor | 


as Guide of the Man, they grow earthly, ſenſual and de: 
i; they are dead while they live, and their Bodies be- 
tie? „ ꝙ9a 4 — come 


at 


. + the Tabernacles and convenient Habitations of em., ThE BAS 
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dies of ſuch as have not exerciſed their Souls in Religiof 
Thought, and eſteem'd them, are buried after Death; 
their Souls have been buried all their Lifetime, and the BY 
dy hath been the Grave in which they have been intomb'a 
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The 24 thing obſerved in the Words of my Text, is ti 
becoming and apt Compariſons, - whereby the Apoſſi 
deſcribes theſe Bodies of ours, and our preſent State 
Union with them. 7.5 41 1.3.4: ,34;, £68: .; ,_ 

Our Bodies are compar'd to two things, To Tabernaciꝰ 
and to Veitments or Clothing; We that are in theſe Tabernac 
do groan, &c. not for that we would be unc lot bed, but clot) 
upon, &c. : = In. 

| Now theſe two things, a Tabernacle and Clothing, 28 
juſt and becoming Similirudes, whereby to illuſtrate the BRAS | 

dy, and the conveniency of it. Theſe do not depretiate di 

Body too much, do not diſgrace and vilifie it beyond m 

ſure : Tabernacles, you know, are uſeful things, are ne 

fary conveniences of Humane Life; fo likewife is Cloth 

a thing of neceſfity : You know, the condition of that MAS: 

that hath neither Tabernacle to lodge in, nor Clothing to WP : 

ver his Nakednels, is very miſerable, and far from being ay" 
firable. But the Compariſons which many of the Ancigu: 

Heathen Philofophers and Orators uſed, when they ſpoke | 

the Body, were very diſparaging and debaſing ; thele Ml 

kept not within the bounds of Sobriety and Diſcretion at Wn: 

They {peak of the Body as a Bond or Chain in which Qi: 

Soul is fetter'd, as the Priſon of the Soul, as a dead Weigh: 

hanging upon it, as the Load and Burthen of the Soul, an_ 

Coup or Cage wherein it is ſhut up. * Nutarch faith, ne: 

Soul is ſhut up in the Body, as in a Grinding-houſe, or Ho 

of flaviſn Labour and Correction. 1 Iamblicus, another of 
faith, The Soul endureth a Puniſhment all the time it is uni 

tothe Body: He tells us, it is dealt with much after the a 

manner as the People of Tuſcany formerly dealt with th 

Pirates and Robbers; they tied dead Bodies faſt to th 

while alive, the Mouth of the dead Body to their Mouth 

ins Hands to their Hands, and made every part of the . 

Bodies to correſpond ; and left 'em to die in this manner, 

their Puniſhment. [| Poyphyry tells us of Plotin the Nato 

Philoſopher, That he was aſhamed that he was in the 

dy, he had ſuch a little Opinion of it; and that he ne 
would bear to tell of his own Family, his Parents Nani 
or his Country. He tells us farther, That he would 


-- * In Convio, ſet. Sap. FNyotreęt. cap. 8. ¶ In vit. we 
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30 


tie a Picture of himſelf to be drawn, when it was deſire 
eplied to his Friend, It was enough to bear one Shadow or 
ee. meaning his Body, which Nature had encompaſſed him 
|; and he asks his Friend Amelius (the Perſon that deſired 
picture ſhould be drawn) Could be think that a Shadow of 
os, left to Poſterity, could be a Spectacle worth looking upon? 
WW. theſe Heathens made a fhew of Wiſdom in neglecting the 
as the Apoſtle tpeaks, Col. 2. 23. and in contemning and 
ung it by their Similitudes; but they really expos d their 
„ and were unjuſt to their own Bodies by uſing theſe, The 
in general, is a good Companion, and a fit Inſtrument, 
en helpful Servant to rhe Soul. The Body indeed, as cor- 
ea by Sin, is ſome Impediment to the Soul in its purſuit of 
ines; but this ought not make us vilify our Bodies; for 
WS nay ſay the ſame of the Soul, even this part, as it is cor- 
ec by Sin, is an Impediment to the Happineſs of the Bo- 
= ;:{te2d of being a Promoter of it. The Wound and De- 
rent Mankind contracted by the Fall, has made both theſe 
n ripal Parts of em unſerviceable, yea great hindrances 
times to each others Felicity. | 
in the Body, I ſay, ſpeaking in general of it, is not to be 
emned: It is a Creature of God curiouſly framed, one con- 
=: with wondrous Art. I will praiſe thee, for I am won+ 
_ 4nd fearfully made, Plal. 139. 14. It is a Temple, as 
Wines Wiſe-men have called it: Ir is the Tabernacle (as 
ext ſpeaks) of a God-like Soul; and therefore is to be 
a with decent Regard both living and dead: It is a Meet- 
o the Soul, and that by which it acts uſefully upon the 
of the World, and in the Coutſe of Life: It is a Part 
08: compleats the Man: It is the Object of God's Grace 
= f:vour on Earth in every Member and Hair of it, and 
WE: he will glorify in Heaven. C1. TO ee 
our Bodies were fuch mean things, why ſhould any count 
WE: which deſtroys them an Evib? Why:ſhould we thank God 
WS preſerving rhem ? Or why indeed ſhould God employ him- 
in giving Rain and fruitful Seafons to fill em wit Food 
ladneſs, and be at ſo much munificent Expence to pre- 
=: them? Why ſhould they be buried with Solemnity ? 
= Folly the Multitude of Mankind have been guilty of 
| aulging the Body, and prefering it before their Souls, 
wiſe miſtaKes about the juſt Degree of Mortification, ne- 
= to promote Vertue, have been the Reaſons of Mens 
ig too hard upon the Body, both in their Diſcourſes and 
ud. But it is good to [peak reſpectfully of our Bodies, and 
ee theſe Servants of Jefus Chriſt, tho meaner ones than our 
g creditable Names, and to compare em co valuable things, 
=: Apoſtle doth in my Text. | | 
ele Compariſons made uſe of, I have ſaid, are apt ones, as 
W vel as creditable ones, whereby to ſet off the Body. 
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their ambulatory State: And ſo the preſent Body is the Lo pn A 
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10 Not Death, bat Immortality, &c. | 
„As to the Firſt of em, a 1 This is a very! 
xe 


Similitude. A Tabernacle is no fixed Place of Habitation, 8! 
11. 9. nor are our Bodies fixed Habitations or Places of Abo. 
which our Souls long ſtay: in. Tabernacles again, among off 

Ancients as well as Moderns, have been commonly built Ml 
vile aud ordinary Materials, ſuch as Boughs of Trees, Skins 
Beaſts, Stalks, Straw, &5c. and the Matter of which the B 
is made, is like that of Tabernacles for vileneſs; our Bodi 
are Clay and Duſt, and to theſe they ſhall return. Tabernacililf 
I may yet add, were the Shelters of Travellers and Sojourn 
from Heat, Rain, and other Inconveniences of the Weather 


ment of the Soul, while it is in its State of Pilgrimage, 
upon its Journey into another World,  _ 5 
As to the Second of theſe Sim ilitudes, to which the Apo 1 
likens the Body, viz. Clothing or a Veſiment, this is apt enoulil 
too. ' Garments, you know wax old, change and conſume, FAS 
102. 26. All of them ſhall wax old like a Garment, &c. and ſo d 
the Body. Our Garments are things which we do not keep 
our Backs a long time together, but put em off; nor are 
Souls long clotiied with our Bodies, before God calls them to 
em off, and throw em aſide as caſt Garments, Garments ag 
are rent, 'Moth-eaten, and liable to be many ways ſpoiled; 
fo it is with our Bodies, they are liable to many deſtruc 
Evils and Accidents. _ ' BS 4 
We may lay therefore agree ably enough to the Scripture- 
firations, when any of our Acquaintance are dead, There i 
« Habitation forſaken and left empty, in which a Spiritual Ii 
epitant formerly dwelt : There is a Building pulled down, w 
«will be re-edified in Glory, at the Reſurre&jon, if it was a (WY 
© Hizfied ane; there is a commodious Houſe turned imo the ME 
£ ter out of which it was originally raiſed. There is an 
« habitant that hath left our Neighbourhood and World, 
© is gone into its unalterable State of Happineſs or Mil 
£ Tt {ojourned here ſo many Years, and pitched its Tent, ma 
© 20, 30, 40, &c. Years, and then departed hence. = 
We may ſay, agreeably to the Scripture-phraſe, when a Fri 
dies, a Soul hath put off its Clothing, its courſe Garmen 
© frail Duſt, it is now unſtripped of every thing that 1s cor 1 | Jo . 
© tible, mortal and periſhing. „ = 
And truly thoſe Souls are happy that can put off their Wn 
dies in hope to put em on again Glorious Ones at the Reſuſ 
Aion : Thoſe Souls are happy that leave the World with [0 
Encouragements of hope thro? Chriſt, as that they can put. 
their Bodies as willingly and compoſedly, as they uſed to 
off their Clothes. And Examples of ſuch Souls have been, We 
yet are, tho they are few. Thoſe Souls are happy that leave a PRE! 
decayed ruined Tabernacle, in hope of an Houle not 4 4 1 
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Mot Death, but Immortality, G 11 
Winds, eternal in the Heavens, or in hopes to be clothed upon 
iich their Houſe or Body which is from Heaven. See v. 3. 
W The third Thing in the Text which offers it ſelf to our notice, 
is the Uneaſineſs which attends Chriſtians or good Men in 
this embodied State, they groan being burthen'd: Ve that 
are in this Tabernacle do groan, being burthen'd. 
WW The State of the beſt Men, while they are in the Body, is ge- 
erally an afflicted one, a State of groaning, not of Tejoycin 
in is born unto trouble as the Sparks fly upwards. In the World 
ball bave trouble, ſaid our Lord ſeſus to his Diſciples. , All 
ien meet with Trouble in the Fleſh, and the beſt Men meet 
ith moſt of it, commonly: now under Burthens and Trou- 
ees Nature will groan. Even the innocent Nature of our Lord 
aus Chriſt was troubled, and expreſſed its Diſturbance at the 
rpproach of his laſt Conflicts and Sufferings; Joh. 12.27. Now is 
Jul troubled, 7rragar]as, is difturbed ; and what ſhall I ſay ? &c. 
lt you ask what are the Burthens that cauſe a good Man to 
boan and ſigh while in the Body? They are innumerable. He 
Wen (as this Apoſtie here did) meets with Perſecution from 
len. See Chap. 4. 8, 9, 10. Ve are troubled on every fide, yet 
= diſtreſſed ; we are perplexed, but not in deſpair, &c. For we 
bich live, are alway delivered unto death for Jeſus ſake, that 
_— Life alſo of Jeſus might be made manifeſt in our Bodies, 
lim. 3. 12. Yea, and all that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall 


-er Perſecution. 3 
i The good Man again is vexed with the Envyings and falſe 


cuſations of weaker Chriſtians that profeſs love to him. He 
= wounded and abuſed in the Houſe of his Friend, as well as 
=; his profeſſed Enemies, Eccleſ. 4. 4. Again I conſidered all 
ae and every right Work, — this a Man is envyed of his 
= io bbour. This alſo is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 
Tue good Man again groans, being burthen'd with his own 
ooruptions, the Corruptions of the times, c. 
And beſides what Burthens are incident to a Man, as be is 
be, he labours under many which are the common Lot of all 
=nkind, fince the Fall. Mankind are the Servants of Miſery, 
WD :ther than the Kings and Governours of the World, as an Hea- 
ben well obſerved. All Ages have their Evils and Inconveni- 
| MiEtincies that they groan under, Infancy, Childhood, Manhood, 
Ir SC. We are born crying, and live a mournful Life; infomuch 
[ui zt many Heathens who knew not the Original Cauſe of Evil, 
ad the gracious Deſigns of God in Chriſt, have aſſerted, luen- 
ut um ſcelerum Cauſd naſci homines, that Men were born to be pu- 
0 imed for their Wickedneſs, vo 
„he good and the bad groan under a Body of Diſeaſes and 
: PR Wah: They are conſum'd with Hecticks, worn away with 
CLonſumptions, have their Spirits evaporated with Sweats and 
IE conies, cauſed by one violent Diſeaſe or another. 


ä 
PEE 
1 


— 
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under the Stroaks of God upon others, and are pierced al 
them to their very Hearts and Bowels, Even our —. Tete 1939 
only inſtance of a perfect Compoſure of Temper, groanedi 
Spirit, and troubled himſelf at the Death of his Friend 1 
vu, John 11. 23. „ 1 
6 Bork the good and gr are liable to publick Dangers WF 
ſolations, to private es, Snares, Labours. Di 1 
— and agi eee ; 3 N Vilapps 9 
Both the good and bad have their peculiar Weakneſſes 
Inconvenienees of natural Temper, Ec. ST 
If we conſider the Flood of Evils which pour in upon Ml 
kind while in the Body, ſeparately from. the gracious Con 
tions of Chriſtianity, to allay theſe, and ſanctify them, we 1 
well ſay with Solomon, Better is the day of Death than the Da 
ones Birth. | of 
. Conſidering, I ſay, the manifold Troubles of this Life, 
Heathen Wile- men did not without ſome good ſhew of Re 
diſpute, Whether this Life was not rather tobe called a Dea 
they did not without a good ſhew of Reaſon, weep over ii 
that were born, and ſing over thoſe that were dead; bury ti 
Dead with dry Eyes, as Perſons ſet free from the Bonds ol 
miſerable Life; make Honey a Symbol of Death, and Gali 
Symbol of Life. „ —_— 
Well, the State of thoſe that live in the Body being ſug 
State as this, a State of groaning and many Sorrows, we 1 
ſee as juſt Reaſon. to weep for our ſelves and our own Sins, i 
have encompaſſed us with ſo much Evil, as for our dead Friend 
nay we may ſee juſter Reaſon : We may fall in with the W 
of the Wiſe-man, I praiſed the Dead which are already dead, 
than the Living which are yet alive. We may fall in with tf 
words intirely, if they be reſtrained to good Men that die in WW 
Lord; their State is more deſirable than that of rhe Livia 
Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the Lord, 8c. In the Grave til 
groan not, as being heavily burthen'd. FE KS, 
But to proceed, The fourth Thing which offers it ſelf to 


4 . 
* „ „ 


notice in the Text, is the true Remedy and Relief wn . 
good Men long for and deſire after, when groaning un 
the Afflictions of the Body. Ve groan being burt hen 
not for that we would be unclothed, bnt clothed upon; 
In Which Body we will not, or wiſh not to be unclothed, ia 
x Famer, but over and above clothed, dnwdſvondur. / 

| F an afflicted and preſſed by the Enemies, the Burthꝗ 

the Labours that affect his Body, fixes not his Deſires, ſetii 
not his Heart chiefly and directly upon quitting the Bol 
hut upon having it changed and exalted into a glorious Wi 
immortal one, which cannot be touched by any Affliction. 
good Man defireth not Death properly and ſtrictly ; Dear 
what he ſubmiteth to: But he deſireth the Conſequence 
Death, Immortality and Glory. Or, if you will, we may 5 6 
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Mot Death, but Immortality, &c. 13 


; A good Man deſireth not Death as his utmoſt; End 
ch Expectation, but the. Immortality which God hath pro- 
ed him, and which Death makes way for: He deſires 
ech only as the unavoidable way and means to Immortality. 
s ⸗Apoſtle Faul tells us, He had a Defire to depart, aud oy 
= Cri, Phil. 1. He defired not Diſſolution or Departure 
er, neither did he deſire this as his utmaſt End; but he deſired 
(sa Means to compaſs his utmoſt End, viz. being with Chrift. 
. When we are under the Troubles of Life, to deſire to be 
othed or dead, ſpeaks Infirmity, Impatiegce, and the pre- 
ace of Temptation. Elijah, impatient of the Perſecution of 
„ x Kings 19. 4. requelieth to die; be ſat down, under a 
iter Tree, and he requeſted for himſelf that he might die, 
= - ſaid, It is enough, now, O Lord, take u'vay my Life. Job, over- 
e with trouble, curſeth his Day, and envied the ſtare of the 
d, and of thoſe that never had a Being, Fob 3. | | 
h. To deſire to be dead merely and abitractedly, is the de- 
of the Wicked and Unbelieving ; ſome of which have been 
bed by their guilty Confciences into Deſpair, as Cain; others 
TS: actually deſtroyed themſelves, as Fudas and Saul. The 
= Man, the Man of Faith and Hope, looketh beyond Death, 
e Promiſes of everlaſting Peace and Happineſs in the future 
t; The Man of Faith looketh for a proportionable Reward 
ill the Sufferings of this Life, and compoſeth his Temper 
Ws p2cienr, till God deliver him, and call him away from his 
bles: But the Man that lives by Senſe, and hath no Hope 
en ; the Man that is affected only with preſent things, 
en tor Death only when oppreiſed with Trouble; and looks 
beyond it one ſtep. | 


-» 
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tin, To defire Death abſtractedly, to remedy preſent Evils 
in aäfflictions, is unbecoming the Relation Men ſtand in to 
and the Subjection they owe to him as their Lord and 
tier. Servants ſhould be willing to keep the Poſts their Lord 
bbſolute Owner hath ſer em in, *till he calls em away : 
to ants ſhould mind the Will of a Good Maſter, who hath 
wid to reward 'em well for all their Sufferings and La 
un , in due tine. . 
ein, To deſire Death alone, or to deſire to ceaſe to be, in 
0 be eaſed of preſent Afflictions, is a mean and culpable 
bon; it ſhews a little and weak Mind. To ſay no more, 
Ss : Deiire unnatural, and againſt the Perfection of the Ratio- 
eeature, to deſire to be freed from its Body, the Body be- 
ie part of it ſelf that compleats its Being. The Apoitle 
= pon ſuch accounts as theſe, carefully guards againit gi- 
WE ny ground to think, That be and his Fellow-Preachers 
=: Goſpel defired Death abſolutely, or defired it any other- 
ban as it was an unavoidable ſtep to Immortality and Life. 
on, (ſaith this heavenly Saint) no- that we will to be 
ea, of theſe our Bodies; but we have a further reach in 
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our Souls. Fear not them which kill the Body, and after that © f 
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our Defires after a Remedy of our Grievances, we would 
clothed upon with Bodies immortal and incapable” of A 
&ion and Death, Siaousy Irirſvoashar ;; The Greek is plain, ai, 
Intimates, we would have ſomething more and better upon 
inſtead of being willing, at leaſt wiſhing to quit what we hau! 
we would be over aud above clothed, inſtead of being unctoth4 
we would have this mortal Body of ours clothed with a G 
ment of Immortality, as x Cor. 15. 54. The glorious Cha 
which a good Man's Body ſhall undergo at the Reſurrection, 
prepare it for living with God, the Apoſtle ſetteth 
forth, by having an upper or additional Garment put upon 
one that will ſo hide this old Garment of Mortality, and abi 
dantly cover it, I may add, and alter it too, that it be ſ 
lowed up. of Life. | | = 

The Immortalization of the preſent Body is the defire of til 
Saint. He is not deſirous to part for ever with his old Col. 
panion in Labours and Sufferings ; but he is deſirous to have 
put into a better Habit, and into a better State. He would hal 
its Appetites rendred regular; he would have its Members if 
red of all their Weakneſſes, Diſeaſes and Grievances, and r 
dered more active in Duty, and more fit for all holy Impiq; 
ments; he would have all Darkneſs and Deformities exchang 
for Luſtre and Beauty, and all tendencies to Decays, Mortal 
and Corruption, changed for the contrary-Qualities of Durabi 
neſs, Immortality and Incorruption: He would, in a word, hall 
his Body to have all the Perfection it is capable of, to render 
glorious and happy. | 

Nature tells us, Experience tells, That a Good Man deſires tf 
Melioration of his Body, not the Deſtruction; he deſires an 
teration in it, not a Divorce from it. No Man ever hated 8 
own Fleſh. Both Nature and Grace in*'a Good Man deſires, ®i 
ter his Perfection, not his Perdition as to any part of himſelf. 

I'll now proceed to the fifth and laſt thing in my Text, whi 
offers it ſelf to our Conſideration, and this is the Efie; 
and abundant Sufficiency of the Remedy that Good Men lo 
for to cure them of their Groanings, and free them fro 
their Burthens, Their being clothed upon, or, the Change ul 
ſhall be made in the Bodies of Good Men at the Reſurl 
ction, comes up to this, what is mortal in em is ſwallow 
up of Life, by it. * 

It is the Mortality of our Bodies, and their tendency to Coll 
ruption and Diſſolution, that gives Burthens and Afflictions then 
advantage againſt us: Perſecuting Enemies wound us thro” ol 
Bodies, our mortal Part; but cannot touch our immortal Pai 


do 10 more, &c. ſaith our Lord. Labours oppreſs us by oi 
Bodies and their Weakneſs, It is ur Fleſh which groan 
complains, and receives the Impreſſions which cauſe Mil þ 
Ty tothe whole Man. When Goc therefore freeth ws” ; 
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= Not Death, but Immortality, G . 15 
id WS from this diſadvantagious Quality of Mortality, and clothes 
ASS: with Immortality, then we are cured, we are rendered in- 
W:rable to external Evils, we are out of danger of Weeping 
_Groaning, and all mournful Expreſſions of Paſſion. 
ano now would not wiſh themſelves clorhed upon? their Bo- 
involved or inwrapped in a Robe of Immortality, that 
WA is mortal in 'em may be quite drunk up of Life, and ſwal- 
a up of it, as they are that are drowned in a Sea? The Ori- 
= Word for 4 wallowed up is xπτντπτ]%—“, which is us'd, Heb. 11. 29. 
inifie the drowning of Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red Sea. 


n Sow, what Man that really hath the Faith he profeſſeth to 
— ein the happy Change that ſhall be made upon him in the 
= 


World, will not be willing to go into it, upon God's Call? 
ercainly affords abundant ground of Comfort to a good Chri- 

do think at his, or her Death; I am a going to drop 
bortality, to quit that Fleſh and Body which expoſes me to 
weh vfferings and Groans. I am a going into that World and 
naß te, wherein 1 ſhall be all Life, wherein I ſhall be fo chan- 
, that none of theſe preſent ſenſible things can hurt or vex 


ee; and ſo ſecured that nothing ſhall do it. I have lived 40, 

pic 50, or 60, or more Years ih a World, where Death hath 

11 eva iled over Life, and robbed me of the Sweet and Com- 
a 


in of it: but now I am ſtepping into a World where Life 
eevails over Death, where Mortality is entirely ſwallowed 
of Life. I am a going where my Soul preſently ſhall re- 
ice, and bath it ſelf in Pleaſure and Delight, and where my 
ody, its Tabernacle, in a little while ſhall be ſo firmly re- 
WT vil that it ſhall never wax old and decay more. I am 2 
bing into a Kingdom where Death hath never come, nor 


4 rer ſhall come. | 

„bo, from this Text and Diſcourſe, (xf.) Obſerve the diffi- 
elf. State of the Living. Life is a State o many Miſeries and 
785 ictions; and the better any Man is, the more of Affliction 


reets with generally. They that are in the Body have no 
0 JOE: of praiſing their own State ; it is no ſafe one. Afflictions 


erſity, as being your ſelves alfo in the Body, Heb. 13.3. i. e. 
aud pray for the Afflicted: This may ſoon be your own 
lou e; for you carry about with you a weak and penetrable 
c. It is the Saying of the Son of Sirach, Eccl. 40. t. 
Travel is created for every Man, and an heavy Yoke is upon 
u of Adam, from the Day that they go out of their Mother's 
0 Ow, ill the Day that they return to the Mother of all things, We 
te dead, but we may pity one another that are living, with 


1: von, or indeed with more reaſon ; for Sin hath turned Life 
y CIP = continual Death as it were. There is Darkneſs our of 


* Crave, as well as in it: Yea, and all the Sortow and Groan- 
Muß nich attend the Good Man, falls on this {ide-the of Grave; it 
char are in this Tabernacle, that do groan, being burthen d. 

| | 4 (24ly.) Ob- 
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beath are always near em. Remember them which ſuffer 
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